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National Smallbore Rifle Championships, 11th-18th August 2007 
 
In August this year the annual National Championships were held at Bisley, with 
a slightly lower number of Kent shooters in attendance than last year, partly due 
to the absence of both Tonbridge and Sevenoaks Schools. Fortunately we did 
not endure the flash flooding of last year, but the weather was pretty grotty; 
howling gales making shooting conditions very difficult, together with fair 
lashings of rain resulting in much soggy kit! Here is a short report on the highs 
and lows of the week! 
 

 
Kent Shooters at Bisley this year  

(note the storm clouds brewing!! - and Mr Dowe’s unsuitable footwear…!!!!) 
 

 



Individual Achievements 
 
Individual shooting at the National Championships is formed of three elements; 
the Weekend Aggregate, the Grand Aggregate, shot during the week, and the 
Earl Roberts British Championship. The Aggregates are shot in 5 classes, over 
50m and 100yds, with an average of 110 competitors in each class. 
 
Outstanding Kent success of the Championships included: 
 

� � Robbie Farrant of Ashford & District Rifle Club, who, as Kent’s 
representative in the Queen Alexandra Individual Competition, tied for 1st 
place but sadly lost out on countback on the skirmisher total by 1 point.  

 
� � Promotion earned by Graham Freeman of Ramsgate & Dover Rifle Club 

by finishing 4th in the Grand Aggregate in Class C – next year Graham 
will be shooting in class B. 

 
� � Diane Russell of Ashford & District Rifle Club was selected as reserve for 

the England Ladies Team for the Home Countries International 
 
Congratulations also to  
 

Robin Taylor, of Borough of Wandsworth RC, who was the top-scoring Kent 
competitor in the Grand Aggregate,  
 

to  
 

Darren Sprules and Sue Adair of Ashford & District Rifle Club, who both finished 
the Grand Aggregate well in the top half of the classes they had been promoted to 
following last year’s success 
 

and to 
 

Diane Russell and Mike Dowe (St Nicholas RC) who were the only two Kent 
competitors to qualify for the second stage of the Earl Roberts British 
Championship 
 

    
Diane Russell, reserve in England Ladies Team                     Robbie Farrant, tied 1st place in the Queen Alex  



Weekend Aggregate 
 
12 Kent competitors competed in the Weekend Aggregate competition, firing 
120 shots in a total of 3 competitions, with three further aggregate competitions: 
 
Notable successes were 

� � In Class B, ex 127 competitors, Malcolm Wilkes and Darren Sprules finished 
equal 12th in Competition 8, while in Competition 10a Malcolm finished 10th 
and Darren finished in 6th place, and Darren went on to finish in 13th place in 
Competition 11 the Weekend Aggregate. 

� � Meanwhile in Class C, ex 108 competitors, Martin Tranter finished in 6th 
place in Competition 10, 11th in Competition 10a, 8th in Competition 10b, 
and finished 5th place in Competition 11, the Weekend Aggregate.  

 
Grand Aggregate 
 
11 Kent shooters entered the Grand Aggregate, though one retired injured during 
the week. The Aggregate consists of 6 separate competitions, with a total of 280 
shots. 
 
The scores generally were far lower than last year’s, which illustrates the difficulty 
of the conditions 
 

NAME CLUB SCORE CLASS CLASS PLACINGS 

R Taylor Borough of Wandsworth 2653 X  

J M Wilkes Ashford & District 2651 B 3rd Competition 6 

Miss D M Russell Ashford & District 2627 A  

G M Freeman Dover & District  2627 C 4th Class C Aggregate 
3 further top ten placings 

D Sprules Hendon 2625 B 2 top ten placings 

C Varrall Dover & District  2620 A  

P J S Smith St Nicholas 2590 B  

Mrs S F Adair Ashford & District 2576 C  

M Tranter Borough of Wandsworth 2560 C  

M Arvidson Ashford & District 2475 C  

K Hayes Ashford & District 2176 D  

 
 
In the unsquadded competitions during the week: 

 

� � In the Life and Annual Members competition, Mike Dowe earned 12th 
place in Class A 



 
County Teams 
 
County 50m Competition – Wednesday 15th August 
 

The team, selected on the basis of 50m in the Grand Aggregate, ended in a 
highly credible 13th place out of 27 county teams overall, an improvement of 
three placings on last year. 
 

 
                                                                                 Kent County 50m Teams 
 

Alongside this, the County Ladies 50m competition was fired, Kent ending in 
11th place just as we had last year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

County Sextette – Thursday 16th August 
 

The Kent team, selected from the Grand Aggregate scores up to Wednesday, 
achieved 12th place out of 26 County teams in the single dewar competition, a 
massive improvement on our 22nd place last year.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                  Kent County Sextette Team 

Graham Freeman 575 
Darren Sprules 571 
Malcolm Wilkes 568 
Diane Russell 568 
Robin Taylor 565 
Clive Varrall 563 
 3410 

Diane Russell 568 
Sue Adair 565 
Nikki Ellis 533 
 1666 

Robin Taylor 380 
Malcolm Wilkes 380 
Darren Sprules 377 
Clive Varrall 375 
Diane Russell 371 
Graham Freeman 370 
 2253 



 
Astor – Friday 17th August 
 

The Astor is a single dewar course, shot for by a club team of six, representing 
the county, and this year St Nicholas Rifle Club won the right to represent Kent, 
finishing in an impressive 11th place out of 17 county teams 
 

 
 
 
 
Club Teams 
 
In the absence of the Kent County team qualifying for the Queen Alexandra 
Competition, Ashford and District RC competed in the Queen Alexandra Club 
Team competition. 
 

 

J P Millar 377 
M Dowe 374 
T Noar 368 
PJS Smith 368 
A Parkinson 364 
W Shepherd 360 
 2211 

Robbie Farrant 399 
Diane Russell 379 
Jack Russell 379 
 1177 

The 2007 Kent Astor Team: St Nicholas RC 

 

The Ashford team of Russell, Russell and Farrant 



Social Scene 
 
                                                                        
 
      
 
                                   

   
 
 
 
 
Other Photos… 
 

    
Toby, Nikki and Mike battle with the ‘pink flag!’                 Happy Astor shooters! 

     
John Dowe tries to tot up all the scores!                 It must have been sunny at some point!!! 
 

So overall a fun, slightly cold and damp week enjoyed by a slightly diminished Kent 
team, but still with a good county atmosphere, emphasised by our new KSCCA 
polo shirts in an eye-catching shade of red! Here’s looking forward to next year….!, 

Once again, Ashford & District RC held their traditional Bisley club dinner in 
the Artists Rifle Club on the Friday night 

This year, due to lower numbers, the Kent BBQ became the Kent take-away, 
on the Thursday night at the Muzzle-Loaders Hut – next year we’re looking 
to book a meal at one of the club houses on camp, and would welcome 
being joined by any Kent shooters who are around that evening. 


