KENT COUNTY SMALLBORE SHOOTING ASSOCIATION

BISLEY NEWSLETTER

National Smallbore Rifle Championships, 12" - 19" August 2017

A merry band of Kent shooters took part in this year’s annual National
Championships, a mixture of Bisley veterans and a few first-timers! This year was a
special championships, including as it did the presence of the American national
team, here to take part in the ‘Roberts’ Match — a team competition between Great
Britain and America, held every 8 years at Bisley. This was also a special anniversary
Bisley for Robin Taylor, 2017 being 50 years since his first Bisley meeting.

Kent Achievements

Outstanding Kent successes of the Championships included:

< Mike Dowe (St Nics RC) finishing in 14" place in the final of the Earl Roberts
British Championship.
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Mike Dowe with his Earl Roberts scorecard
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% Mike was also selected for the Great Britain team in the Roberts match
against the visiting American team, and was also selected for the
England Team for the Home Countries International match.

% John Millar (St Nics) winning Competition 3 in Class D.

% Andrew Tongue (ATSC) qualifying for the final of the ‘Bobs’ Competition
in the British Championships (classes B, C & D) and finishing in 4™ place.

% Ben Hunt (Faversham) winning the Eley Final Class E.

Representative Matches
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BISLEY 2017

Mike Dowe in the England Team for the Home Countries International

(unfortunately we have been unable to obtain a photo of Mike Dowe in the Great Britain team for the Roberts Match)

Diane Russell in the Great Britain Ladies B team in the Randle Goodwill Match




Individual shooting at the National Championships is formed of three elements;
the Weekend Aggregate, the Grand Aggregate, shot during the week, and the
Earl Roberts British Championship. The Aggregates are shot in 5 classes, over
50m and 100yds, with an average of around some 80 competitors in each class,
plus additional competitors at the weekend. In addition, there are a number of
club and county team competitions throughout the weekend and the week.

Grand Aggregate

11 Kent shooters competed in the week-long Grand Aggregate. The Aggregate consists
of 6 separate competitions, with a total of 280 shots. The competitions are squadded, so
that all shooters from a particular class shoot at the same time in the same conditions.

NAME CLUB SCORE | CLASS | CLASS PLACINGS

M J Dowe St Nics 2695 X 3% Comp 6

T W Blackwell Tunbridge Wells 2680 A =5" Comp 1
=5" Comp 4

S Kirk Tunbridge Wells 2674 | A =8"™ Comp 2
=8™ Comp 4
=5" Comp 5
4™ Comp 6

R Taylor Borough of Wandsworth | 2670 X

D M Russell Ashford & District 2650 X

N J Umpleby Faversham 2644 A

G M Freeman Ramsgate and Dover 2629 A

A Tongue ATSC 2581 C

J P Millar St Nics 2579 D 2nd Comp 1
=8™ Comp 2
1%' Comp 3
4™ Comp 5
8" Comp 6
5" Grand Agg

Clive Varrall Ramsgate and Dover 2577 B

M Arvidson St Nicholas 2513 D

Congratulations to Mike Dowe, who was the top-scoring Kent competitor in the
Grand Aggregate.




Weekend Aggregate

Six Kent competitors competed in this year’'s Weekend Aggregate competition, firing
120 shots in a total of 3 competitions, with three further aggregate competitions. The
Weekend Aggregate is unsquadded, with shooters from a mixture of classes on each

detail.

NAME CLUB SCORE | CLASS | CLASS PLACINGS

M Dowe St Nics 1146 X

S Kirk Tunbridge Wells 1151 A 1% Comp 9
=10™ Comp 10a
=8™ Comp 10b
6™ Weekend Agg

N JUmpleby | Faversham 1150 A =7" Comp 8
=4™ Comp 10
=10"™ Comp 10a
7" Weekend Agg

T Blackwell Tunbridge Wells 1129 A

M Tranter Borough of Wandsworth | 1108 C

M Arvidson St Nics 1080 D

In the unsquadded competitions fired throughout the championships:

finished in 3" place.

in Class D.

< In Comp 15, Sue Kirk finished in 9" place in Class A.

% In the Women’s Open Meeting Championship (Flowers Trophy), Sue Kirk
% In the Prince William of Wales competition, Mike Arvidson finished in 3" place

% In the Help for Heroes competition, Mike Arvidson finished in 3rd place in Class D.

% In Comp 46 (Club Pairs Weekend Agg), Tunbridge Wells (Blackwell/Kirk)
finished 10" ex 17 pairs.

Earl Roberts British Championship

The culmination of the week’s shooting, around 250 competitors compete in three
squads in the first stage of the Earl Roberts British Championship, a single

dewar, with the top third in each squad, some 80 in total, making it through to the
second stage, including, of the Kent shooters, Diane Russell, Tim Blackwell, Sue
Kirk and Mike Dowe.

In the second stage, comprising another single dewar, Mike Dowe made it into the
Earl Roberts Final of the top 20 competitors, with Diane Russell missing out on
countback at 100yds. In the very windy and tricky double dewar final, Mike
managed to finish in 14™ place.




County Teams

County 50m Competition

This year, the County 50m teams competition was fired concurrently with Competition 5
of the Grand Aggregate, so no team photos! The Kent team, selected on the basis of
50m scores in the Grand Aggregate, finished a credible 8" place ex 18 county teams,
while the County Ladies team finished in 5™ place ex 8 county teams.

Sue Kirk 584 Sue Kirk 584
Mike Dowe 583 Diane Russell 574
Tim Blackwell 581 Sue Adair 545
Robin Taylor 573 1703
Neil Umpleby 569
Graham Freeman | 568

3468

County Sextette — Thursday 17" August

The Kent team, selected from the Grand Aggregate scores up to Wednesday, put in
a strong performance in difficult conditions to finish in an impressive 6" place ex 20
county teams in the single dewar competition.

Mike Dowe 391

Tim Blackwell 384

Neil Umpleby 378

Robin Taylor 377

Diane_Russe” 374 Below - two team photos for the

Sue Kirk 372 county sextette as we couldn’t
2276 get all six together at one time!




Astor — Friday 18™ August

The Astor is a single dewar course, shot for by a club team of six, representing the
county, and this year Ashford & District Rifle Club won the right to represent Kent.

D Falzani 373
K Adair 371
J Livingstone 369
G Freeman 366
S Bailey 330
S Wright 217
2026

Queen Alexandra Cup

Sadly Kent didn’t qualify for the county team final of this prestigious competition.
However, we were still represented as Tim Blackwell was the Kent Individual
representative.

Meanwhile both Ashford & District RC and Tunbridge Wells TSC took part in the
Queen Alexandra Club Team competition, with the Ashford team finishing 7™ ex
the 13 club teams, also beating arch-rivals East Grinstead for the Pimms Cup!

Ashford & District R C team in
the Queen Alexandra club team

competition

Ashford & Deliberate | Time Limit | Skirmisher | Total
District
Diane Russell 94, 96 94, 98 12 394
Keith Adair 95, 95 93,91 11 385
Graham Freeman | 93, 94 93, 88 8 376

Total | 1155
Tunbridge Wells | Deliberate | Time Limit | Skirmisher | Total
Tim Blackwell 98, 97 92,94 8 389
S Kirk 96, 97 89, 95 8 385
M Farley 94, 93 92, 89 9 377

Total | 1151




Social Scene

This year we returned to Canada House for our traditional Kent Dinner.

Other Photos...

The flags were flying for the Roberts match Mike Dowe celebrates getting into  ...before disguising himself as an American!

against the USA (note the storm clouds the Great Britain Roberts team
gathering in the distance!) in true British fashion....

W,

before getting attacked by it!

Neil Umpleby attempts to put up the Kent flag
for the County Sextette competition...

Yes it really was that windy!




Mike’s footwear (left) was less suitable than Robin’s (centre), but more suitable than Diane’s (right) !!

Well done to all the Kent shooters and supporters, and see you next year!




